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Abstract

Differential justice refers to a specific way of applying judicial justice that uses different and
distinctive methods compared to regular justice due to the importance of the specific
conditions of individuals and groups under trial. The goal of differential justice is to reduce
the potential harm caused by the judicial process to vulnerable groups such as children,
adolescents or victims. In this area, laws and legal structures try to provide a suitable space
for handling their cases, considering the psychological, social and cultural status of these
groups. This article, with a descriptive analysis approach and using library tools, describes
differential justice as a tool for improving the response to the specific needs of child victims
and ensuring effective justice. In this article, differential justice is proposed as a part of
criminal policy that is dedicated to combating violence, psychological and social harm to
child victims. This approach is applied not only in the initial stages of preliminary
investigations, but also in the trial and sentencing processes. According to the Law on the
Protection of Children and Adolescents of 2010, the establishment of support mechanisms
such as education, psychological counseling, and the use of social institutions to protect
children are included in the scope of this type of proceedings. The Law on the Protection of
Children and Adolescents of 2010 is one of the most important legal sources that addresses
differentiated proceedings for children. Article 6 of this law emphasizes that during the stages
of criminal proceedings, children must be accurately identified and their mental, physical,
and social status taken into account. Also, Article 13 of the Law on Criminal Procedure of
2013 emphasizes the need to hold hearings in a non-public and participatory manner in order
to prevent psychological harm to children. In addition, according to Article 22, training and
empowering judges and judicial staff in dealing with cases of child victims is one of the main
emphases of differentiated proceedings.
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